THE ANCIENT WORLD
The popularity of Marius was further increased when
he defeated the hordes of the Teutones near Aix-en-
Provence (Aquae Sextiae) and routed the Cimbri, who
were threatening Rome itself. Contrary to law and cus-
tom, which required that an interval of ten years should
elapse before a Consul could present himself for re-
election, Marius filled the consular office five years in
succession.
The venerable Senate, with its long aristocratic tradi-
tions, with whom he was not markedly popular, was
disinclined to connive any further at this contravention
of the law. They saw the danger, but they saw it too
late. The battle began; the triumphant general carried
the day and became Consul for the sixth time, owing
his triumph to an alliance, which he effected for
electioneering purposes, with the basest elements of the
population.
From now onwards, Marius cast moderation and re-
straint to the winds. Laws were passed giving legal
sanction in advance to the most arbitrary measures and
proceedings. There was a law of Lese-majesU for example,
so vague in its provisions and so elastic in its object, that
virtually anyone might have been arrested and put to
death on the strength of it. Then came agrarian laws
which allotted twenty-five hectares of the public lands
to men who had completed their service in the Army.
When all the public land had been distributed, private
owners found themselves compelled to part with what-
ever portion of their estate a soldier might covet, though
these acts of spoliation were not carried out without
strenuous opposition on the part of the rightful owners.
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